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Dear GivingPi Member,

Philanthropy is increasingly shifting from funding sectors to shaping conditions
that enable communities to thrive

What stands out this month is not just where capital is being directed, but how
its role is being reimagined. From strengthening education infrastructure to
investing in sports as a vehicle for community-building and advancing areas
like animal welfare that have historically remained at the margins, the focus is
widening toward more holistic and interconnected approaches for change.

This reflects a deeper evolution in how impact is understood. Outcomes are no
longer viewed in isolation, but as part of broader systems where social,
environmental, and cultural factors are closely linked. As a result, philanthropy
is beginning to engage more deliberately with underlying conditions that shape
long-term resilience.

As these perspectives continue to evolve, spaces for exchange and alignment
become increasingly important. In this context, the upcoming India
Philanthropy Forum London will bring together diverse stakeholders to explore
how capital, values, and cross-border collaboration can shape more cohesive
approaches to philanthropy.

In this edition, we bring together a set of updates and insights that reflect these
shifts in practice, rooted in how philanthropy is being shaped on the ground,
and where it may be headed next.

With gratitude,
Team GivingPi

Global Pulse
Opportunity & Insights in Philanthropy

This section curates timely opportunities, events, and thought leadership shaping
philanthropy and the social sector globally. Whether you're a funder, nonprofit leader, or
ecosystem builder - here’s where you'll find tools, conversations, and collaborations worth
exploring.

India Philanthropy Forum London 2026 | Bridges Beyond
Borders

Convened by Dasra, the India Philanthropy Forum (IPF) London 2026 reflects a growing
shift toward more connected, cross-border approaches to philanthropy and social impact.
Held during London Climate Action Week, the Forum brings together voices across
philanthropy, diaspora, nonprofits, wealth advisory, and academia to explore how global
perspectives, capital, and partnerships can align more intentionally with India’s development
priorities and long-term future.

Anchored in the theme ‘Bridges Beyond Borders: Fueling the Power of Collective Action’, the
convening places a sharper focus on the intersection of wealth and values, alongside the
growing role of evidence in shaping giving strategies. By bringing together a more diverse
set of stakeholders, including academia and wealth advisory, alongside philanthropists and
grassroots organizations, IPF London signals a move toward deeper, more integrated
ecosystem collaboration. Perspectives from speakers such as GivingPi Founders Circle
Member Tara Singh Vachani and GivingPi Members Rishi Khosla and Uday Khemka, along
with Bhaskar Vira, further ground these conversations in both practice and influence. The
forum will be co-chaired by GivingPi Members Sonal Sachdev Patel, Dr. Nitya Mohan
Khemka, and Meheen Rangoonwala.

As philanthropy becomes increasingly global, this forum reflects Dasra’s role in shaping
platforms that connect capital, capability, and context, enabling more coordinated, value-
driven action toward systems-level change. This is a ticketed forum designed to enable
greater participation from nonprofit leaders and ensure stronger representation of
grassroots voices. Explore the agenda here and request an invite here.
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Young Philanthropist Program | Dasra x Stanford PACS

Designed for young people aged 14-21, Dasra’s Young Philanthropist Program (YPP), in
collaboration with Stanford PACS, offers an immersive introduction to India’s social sector
through NGO visits, hands-on projects, and conversations with philanthropists and
practitioners. Running from 29th June - 10th July, the program is designed to help the next
generation build deeper perspectives on leadership, empathy, and social change, making it a
valuable opportunity for families looking to engage younger members more meaningfully
with philanthropy and civic action. For more details, write to shrestha@dasra.org.
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Redefining CSR and Driving Sustainable Social Impact |
An Interview with R. Pavithra Kumar of JSW Foundation

In this interview, the CEO of JSW Foundation, R. Pavithra Kumar, discusses how CSR is
evolving toward systemic, outcome-led approaches. He highlights the role of partnerships,
community-centric models, and data in driving sustainable, inclusive impact. To watch the
interview, click here.
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Leading Through Dilemmas: Reflections from India’s
Social Sector

Published by Dasra as part of its Leadership Collection, Leading Through Dilemmas brings
together reflections from social sector leaders navigating complexity, growth, and systems
change. Through themes such as scaling, accountability, care, and innovation, the booklet
offers a rooted perspective on leadership by centering lived experience, difficult decisions,
and the realities of leading through uncertainty. As the sector increasingly engages with
qguestions of resilience and institutional strength, the collection serves as a timely resource
for practitioners and ecosystem builders alike. To read the booklet, click here.

Updates from our Community

Tara Singh Vachani: Strengthening Systems
for Education and Sector Leadership

GivingPi Founders Circle Member Tara Singh Vachani is the Managing Trustee of
Max India Foundation, which continues to anchor its work in strengthening learning
outcomes at scale, reaching over 2 lakh students and 37,500+ teachers in the last
quarter, with cumulative impact exceeding 42.47 lakh beneficiaries since 2019.
What distinguishes this approach is its focus on continuity across classrooms,
communities, and the broader ecosystem. Partner organizations such as Katha,
Learning Initiatives for India, and Teach For India are deepening foundational
learning and student engagement, while programs like KARM Fellowship, Azad
Kishori, and RISE have supported over 2,300 adolescent girls in building confidence,
life skills, and future pathways. This is complemented by after-school learning
through Parikrma and alumni mentorship initiatives that extend support beyond
formal education. Alongside this, the Foundation continues to convene sector
leaders to strengthen governance and advisory practices. To learn more, click here.

Vita and Jalaj Dani: Advancing Access and
Inclusion through Sport

GivingPi Members Vita and Jalaj Dani, through the Dani Sports Foundation, are
advancing access to sport through grassroots engagement models such as Smash
Barriers, which brings table tennis to youth, families, and persons with disabilities.
At World Table Tennis Day 2026 in Kapadwanj, Gujarat, this approach was brought
to the forefront, demonstrating how accessible, low-barrier sport can drive
participation, health, and inclusion across communities. Delivered in partnership
with Kapadwanj Kelavani Mandal, the initiative continues to expand reach among
groups often excluded from structured sporting opportunities. By positioning sport
as a tool for engagement rather than performance alone, the Foundation is enabling
more inclusive pathways for participation by strengthening both individual well-
being and community cohesion over time. To learn more, click here.
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- Ajay and Brinda Upadhyaya: Catalyzing Al-Led
Solutions for Animal Welfare

GivingPi Members Ajay and Brinda Upadhyaya, founders of the Upadhyaya
Foundation, are enabling new approaches to addressing persistent challenges in
animal welfare and conservation, where fragmented systems often limit scale and
coordination. Through Code for Compassion, technologists and practitioners were
brought together to develop solutions grounded in field realities, spanning
multilingual rescue access, Al-assisted veterinary tools, wildlife conflict prediction,
and misinformation detection. This work was anchored by the Al for Animals Demo
Day, which creates a critical next step by moving solutions beyond ideation into the
ecosystem. By bringing prototypes in front of NGOs, technologists, and sector
stakeholders, the platform enabled review, refinement, and pathways to adoption.
The initiative reflects a broader shift toward building solutions that are not only
inventive, but usable, scalable, and embedded within the systems they aim to
strengthen. To learn more, click here.

| Anupama and Vineet Nayar: Strengthening .
Classroom Learning at Scale

Founded by Anupama and Vineet Nayar, Sampark Foundation is improving learning
outcomes in government schools by reaching over 2 crore students across nearly 2
lakh schools in 8 states, many from underserved and first-generation learner
communities. The model focuses on strengthening everyday classroom practice.
Sampark TV, a pre-loaded offline platform now active in 50,000+ classrooms,
enables structured, curriculum-aligned teaching without reliance on internet access.
This has contributed to increased student attendance, alongside learning gains of
23-43% in foundational literacy and numeracy, and 27-45% in science, while
reducing teacher workload. Building on this, Sampark is introducing a real-time
classroom intelligence layer through Sampark Al, with rollout planned across
80,000 schools. The system enables earlier identification of gaps and more
responsive academic support. At its core, the work is anchored in a simple but
critical idea: improving the quality of everyday classroom learning for every child,
regardless of geography or income. To learn more, click here.
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B Dia Mirza: Enabling Community-Led Conservation in
North-East India

GivingPi Member and Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) Ambassador Dia Mirza is
supporting conservation efforts that have already engaged over 250 indigenous
villages in Manipur to protect pangolins and their habitats. Building on this
foundation, the Pangolin Cup has emerged as a community-led engagement model,
bringing together over 5,000 participants, including 900 students and 10 civil
society organizations. By using sport as a unifying platform, the initiative is
strengthening awareness, local ownership, and collective responsibility toward
conservation. Alongside community engagement, WTI’s broader efforts focus on
strengthening enforcement capacity and disrupting illegal wildlife trade networks.
Together, these approaches are enabling more sustainable and locally anchored
conservation outcomes in the region. To learn more, click here.
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Vani Gupta: Expanding Access to Preventive
Healthcare for Young Girls

GivingPi Member and founder of The Bigger Picture Vani Gupta, has enabled HPV
vaccination for 200 girls, with a further 100 scheduled, addressing a critical gap in
access to preventive healthcare for cervical cancer. Delivered through a
collaborative fundraising initiative, the effort makes the Gardasil vaccine, often
financially out of reach, accessible to girls from underserved communities. This is
particularly significant in a context where cervical cancer remains one of the most
prevalent yet preventable cancers among women in India, and access to early
intervention remains uneven. By translating awareness into direct health access, the
initiative demonstrates how philanthropic platforms can support early prevention at
scale, thus reducing long-term health and financial risks for families and
communities.

Karishma Vachani: Strengthening Systems for
Animal Welfare and Responsible Adoption

Supported by GivingPi Member Karishma Vachani, Pawdopt, an initiative of Golden
Citizens Trust, is strengthening systems for rescue, rehabilitation, and responsible
adoption of animals in Mumbai. In response to rising cases of pet abandonment, the
initiative focuses on creating structured pathways that support animals from rescue
through to long-term rehoming. Since 2021, Pawdopt has rehabilitated and
rehomed over 1,000 animals across species, including dogs, cats, and other
vulnerable animals while also supporting complex medical and behavioral cases that
are often overlooked. Its work extends beyond rescue to include vaccination and
sterilization drives, awareness on responsible pet ownership, and training for animal
welfare groups. A key enabler of Pawdopt’s impact is Mumbai’s first no-profit-no-
loss pet ambulance service started by them, improving access to timely veterinary
care for injured and abandoned animals. Together, these efforts contribute to a
more coordinated and responsive ecosystem for animal welfare.

In the Media

Rockefeller Foundation Awarded $350M+ to Reach 731

Million People Amid Decline in Global Aid
By Rockefeller Foundation | PR Newswire

This article highlights how large-scale philanthropy is stepping in amid declining global aid,
with the Rockefeller Foundation’s 2025 impact report showcasing over $350 million
deployed and $32 billion mobilized toward solutions spanning energy, food systems, and
climate resilience. It underscores a growing emphasis on leveraging catalytic capital,
partnerships, and frontier technologies to drive impact at scale across regions.
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Philanthropy in Asia Emerging as ‘Risk Capital’ for Social

Innovation: Report
By Nagesh Prabhu | The Hindu

This article highlights how philanthropy across Asia is increasingly being deployed as risk
capital - funding early-stage, high-risk innovations that governments and markets often
cannot support. Drawing on new research by the Centre for Asian Philanthropy and Society,
and Philanthropy Asia Alliance, it underscores how this approach is enabling solutions to
scale across sectors, while pointing to the growing importance of alignment with public
systems to achieve long-term impact.
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Perspective
By Leonora Dowley and Laura Savage | Futures of Education IdeasLAB
(UNESCO)

This piece examines the growing fragmentation within global education systems and argues
for a shift toward more adaptive, networked models of cooperation. It highlights the role
philanthropy can play in enabling locally led, government-aligned efforts - moving beyond
isolated interventions toward coordinated, system-level impact grounded in trust, evidence,
and shared accountability.

Reach out to us
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Amplify Concierge
We would love to amplify your If you have a query, need any support
philanthropic efforts with the GivingPi with your philanthropic journey, or
community. would simply like to have a
conversation, reach out to us on
Please share relevant updates with us connect@givingpi.org

on communications@givingpi.org

For more information on the network, membership or
philanthropy-focused offerings, visit

wWww.givingpi.org
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