
14th November 2024 | London

The second edition of the India Philanthropy Forum (IPF) London anchored by Dasra in 
partnership with The British Asian Trust and I.G. Advisors, brought together 
philanthropists, sector leaders, academics, and ecosystem organizations to explore 
transformative pathways for social impact towards India. Centered on the theme ‘India 
for the World, World for India’, the event featured thought-provoking discussions on 
critical issues ranging from climate action, gender equity, social innovation, and the role of 
data and technology in strengthening India's philanthropic ecosystem amongst others. 
Attendees gained valuable insights into the India-UK corridor for philanthropy, 
uncovering opportunities for collaboration and actionable solutions to address pressing 
challenges. The sessions and discussions proved instrumental in connecting 
changemakers across borders, reinforcing the power of collective action while 
emphasizing thecritical role of diaspora giving in amplifying these efforts. IPF 2024 saw 
participation from GivingPi Members Anushka Shah, Donald Lobo, Dr. Nitya Mohan 
Khemka, Radhika Piramal, Rouble Nagi and Sonal Sachdev Patel as panelists lending their 
voice and incredible insights on accelerating impact towards India’s most urgent needs 
and vulnerable communities. Attendance from GivingPi Members, Anne-Lindsay 
Makepeace, Ashik Shah, Karina Choudhrie, Leena Dandekar and Meheen Rangoonwala 
brought forth the passion and commitment of our members in growing the philanthropy 
circle towards a transformed India.

Dear GivingPi Member,

As we approach the end of the year, we reflect on a season filled with profound 
insights and inspiring collaborations. From the India Philanthropy Forum (IPF) in 
Boston to its London edition, GivingPi has had the privilege of convening its 
members and leading philanthropists, thought leaders, and changemakers, fostering 
meaningful dialogue and action. These gatherings, steeped in collective wisdom, 
have reaffirmed the transformative power of philanthropy in addressing India’s 
most pressing challenges.

This edition features a spotlight on the GivingPi Founders Circle, updates on 
member initiatives, upcoming events and the latest thought leadership in the field of 
philanthropy.

With gratitude,
Team GivingPi

Updates from the community

GivingPi Members, Harish and Bina Shah, of the Harish & Bina Shah Foundation (HBSF), 
with advisory and grant management support from Dasra, are marking the completion of 
the first year of their three - year strategic partnership with 10 non-profit organizations. 
This cohort is addressing a wide array of critical needs, spanning core sectors like 
Education, Livelihood, and Health to areas often underfunded—such as Social 
Empowerment, Arts & Culture, and Sports- as well as global priorities like Clean Water 
and Mental Health. Operating across 21 states, these organizations serve diverse groups, 
including women, children, youth, persons with disabilities, and tribal communities. Thus 
far, the grant program has directly reached 2.1 million people.
Rooted in HBSF's giving philosophy, this grant emphasizes goal-oriented support and 
investment across people, processes, and programs. Reflecting on the value of this 
partnership with HBSF in enhancing the sustainability of grassroots work, Dr. Abhay 
Bang, Founder and Director of SEARCH, shared “In my years leading grassroots 
initiatives, we have been fortunate to find partners like Harish and Bina Shah who truly 
grasp the power of responsive philanthropy. Their willingness to understand some of our 
unique challenges - from fencing to protect our staff and patients from wildlife, to the 
need for mobile medical units in tribal areas, youth leadership, and care and rehabilitation 
for stroke patients - and to provide flexible support, reflects a deep commitment to a 
need-based and equal partnership.”

GivingPi Member, Prashanth Prakash, Chairperson and Trustee of Sikshana Foundation, 
which has been instrumental in the launch of Shiksha Copilot, an innovative AI-powered 
digital assistant aimed at empowering teachers and improving learning outcomes across 
Karnataka. Shiksha Copilot is a collaboration between Sikshana Foundation and 
Microsoft Research India, designed to support 1,000 government school teachers. This 
initiative, backed by Microsoft India, provides teachers with personalized, high-quality 
teaching resources, including dynamic lesson plans, activities, assessments, and a 
chatbot for interactive content generation. By offering these tools, Shiksha Copilot helps 
save valuable time while enhancing the quality of education in both urban and rural 
districts of Karnataka. The collaboration reflects a shared vision of how governments, 
NGOs, and the private sector can work together to create impactful educational 
solutions.

GivingPi Member Deepak Chopra is the Founder of Freedom Employability Academy 
(FEA), an organization dedicated to supporting the UN’s SDG 8 – Decent Work and 
Economic Growth. With a mission to uplift 5 million individuals from low-income to 
middle-income status, FEA has already impacted over 250,000 students across North 
India’s Hindi belt. FEA’s comprehensive program focuses on building ethical and 
productive mindsets, teaching core employability skills such as English and digital literacy 
and providing career guidance and mentorship. By equipping students with essential 
skills and mindsets, FEA is fostering a more prosperous and equitable future for
individuals and communities alike.

Celebrating leadership in philanthropy

GivingPi Members Ajay and Brinda Upadhyaya, Founders of Upadhyaya Foundation, are 
spearheading an initiative in collaboration with GivingPi Member, Pragya Kapoor’s Ek 
Saath Foundation and Welfare of Stray Dogs (WSD). This impactful partnership aims to 
address the welfare of street dogs on Elephanta Island by tackling overpopulation at its 
root while ensuring their health and safety. The first phase of the sterilization drive is 
already underway. WSD’s team has successfully sterilized a number of dogs, who were 
cared for at the WSD Centre in Sewri before being safely returned to the island. Building 
on this progress, more dogs are now under their care, marking the start of a sustainable, 
long-term solution for the island’s stray dog population.

GivingPi Member, V.R. Ferose, continues to redefine the landscape of inclusivity in India 
through the India Inclusion Summit, a pioneering initiative he founded to build a more 
equitable society. The 12th edition of this summit brought together an assembly of 
leaders, advocates, and changemakers committed to driving systemic change in how 
society approaches inclusion. It featured trailblazers such as Rajesh Agarwal, Secretary of 
the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities; Paralympic medalists 
Nishad Kumar and Manisha Ramdass; Sai Kaustuv Dasgupta, the Wheelchair Warrior of 
India; renowned disability advocate Mugdha Kalra; and actor-director Prakash Belawadi. 
Each shared personal stories of resilience and actionable frameworks to advance
inclusion in education, employment, and community engagement. The summit prioritized 
accessibility with sign language interpretation, wheelchair-friendly facilities, 
sensory-friendly environments, and assistive technologies, creating a space where 
individuals with diverse abilities could fully participate and contribute. Beyond an event, 
the India Inclusion Summit stood as a movement that challenged systemic inequities, 

here.  

Our heartfelt congratulations to GivingPi Members Abhishek and Vinti Lodha for their 
extraordinary pledge of ₹20,000 crores ($2.5 billion) to the Lodha Philanthropy 
Foundation (LPF) - a historic commitment that stands as one of the largest 
philanthropic pledges in India’s history. This landmark contribution exemplifies their 
unwavering dedication to empowering communities and driving systemic change. In their 
roles as CEO and Advisor to the Lodha Group, Abhishek and Vinti have been instrumental 
in advancing LPF’s mission of transformative impact across education, women 
empowerment, sustainable urbanization, and nation-building. Founded in 2013, LPF 
leads flagship initiatives like Lodha Unnati, which empowers India’s female workforce by 
fostering supportive environments and offering upskilling opportunities. The Lodha 
Genius Programme, in partnership with Ashoka University, provides fully funded
education and mentorship to gifted children, nurturing them as future leaders, while the 
Lodha Institute of Mathematics fosters cutting-edge research to position India as a global 
leader in mathematical innovation. Other notable LPF initiatives include the Lodha-RMI 
Net Zero Urban Accelerator, the Justice Gumanmal Lodha Scholars Programme, 
Chandresh Lodha Memorial Schools, and the Sitaben Shah Temples. To learn more about 
their inspiring work, click here.

Over the past two and a half years, GivingPi’s journey has been profoundly shaped by the 
unwavering support of our Founders Circle Members. We are privileged to have the 
guidance of H.S.H. Prince Max von und zu Liechtenstein, Nikhil Kamath, Nisaba Godrej, 
Rajan Navani, Rohini Nilekani, Sunny Gurpreet Singh, and Tara Singh Vachani, whose
 transformative contributions have played a pivotal role in defining our vision and amplifying 
our impact. These leaders have not only championed impactful philanthropy but have also 
opened new avenues for change, empowering us to address pressing social challenges with 
sustainable, inclusive, and community-led solutions. Their dedication has established a 
strong foundation for growth and collaboration, fostering a legacy of resilience and 
impactful giving that will inspire future generations. As we look ahead, we are energized by 
the opportunity to deepen our impact alongside these philanthropic leaders. Together, we 
aim to drive bold initiatives that prioritize equity, resilience, and sustainable development, 
paving the way for a thriving philanthropy ecosystem in India. With their partnership, we 
aspire to empower more families to become changemakers, shaping an India where 
transformative change is not just envisioned but realized.

ConciergeAmplify

We would love to amplify the philanthropic 
efforts you are championing with the 
GivingPi community.  Please share relevant 
updates with us on 
communications@givingpi.org

If you have a query, need any support with 
your philanthropic journey, or would simply 
like to have a conversation, reach out to us 
on connect@givingpi.org

Reach out to us 

For more information on the network, membership or 
philanthropy focused offerings, visit 

www.givingpi.org

Spotlight on India
By DBS & Bloomberg | Bloomberg Media Studios

Dasra’s insights featured in Bloomberg Media Studios’ new white paper, 'Global 
Indian Family Offices: Evolution of the Indian Diaspora', created in partnership with 
DBS Private Bank. The paper delves into the evolving attitudes of 
ultra-high-net-worth Indian and Indian-origin leaders worldwide towards 
philanthropy, impact investing, and legacy planning.

The crucial role of family philanthropy in shaping India’s future
By Rajan Navani and Neera Nundy | Financial Express

This piece authored by GivingPi Founders Circle Member Rajan Navani and 
Co-Founder & Partner, Dasra, Neera Nundy, highlights the pivotal role of family 
philanthropy in shaping India's future and discusses how strategic, data-driven 
approaches can bridge crucial gaps in the philanthropic ecosystem, driving 
long-term, sustainable change across the nation.

Exploring localization in India’s philanthropy and civil society 
ecosystem
By Ami Misra & Prachi Pal | Wings

India’s philanthropy landscape is shifting toward localized giving, driven by rising 
inequality and stagnant global funding. This article highlights the growing role of 
family philanthropy, collaborative platforms, and Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) laws in positioning India as a model for global solutions.

In the media

A glimpse of the past

25th October 2024 | Boston

The India Philanthropy Forum (IPF) Boston, co-anchored by Indiaspora and Dasra, 
successfully convened 160+ diaspora philanthropists, foundations, experts, and non-
profit leaders. Held on October 25th, the forum was a dynamic platform designed to 
accelerate impact for India’s most marginalized communities by fostering collaboration 
and sparking innovative ideas. Attendees engaged in thought-provoking discussions on 
the future of philanthropy, explored strategies to enhance diaspora giving to India and 
create sustainable, long-term impact across areas including gender equity, climate action, 
collaboration, social innovation and leveraging data for philanthropy. The event
highlighted the critical role of the diaspora in driving social change, igniting a movement 
for greater philanthropic engagement and deeper understanding of India’s social sector. 
By connecting diverse stakeholders, IPF Boston reaffirmed the power of collective action 
and set the stage for future collaborations to address pressing challenges in India. IPF also 
engaged some of our GivingPi Members, such as Amita Gupta, Nalini Saligram and 
Padmaja Kumari Parmar, as panelists at the forum, while GivingPi Member Rohit Sakhuja 
attended the convening. 

14th November 2024 | London

As part of our ‘The Philanthropist Roundtable’ series, GivingPi in collaboration with the 
ClimateRise Alliance curated a thought-provoking gathering on ‘Harnessing the 
Untapped Potential of Indian Diaspora for Climate Action’ on the side-lines of the India 
Philanthropy Forum in London. Hosted by the Khemka Foundation and Oak Foundation, 
the gathering focused on the critical role that global philanthropists play in supporting 
India’s climate resilience journey. The discussions brought forth insights, best practices 
and innovative solutions from across the globe with discussants sharing their 
philanthropic endeavors towards climate action and strategies to mobilize both financial 
and intellectual resources from diaspora towards engagement and collaboration. 
GivingPi Member Dr. Nitya Mohan Khemka and Kristian Parker: Vice-Chair of the Board 
of Trustees, Oak Foundation led the narrative by sharing their vision on prioritizing 
climate giving in India and key learnings from their personal experiences. GivingPi 
Members who participated in this gathering included Anne-Lindsay Makepeace, Anushka 
Shah, Ashik Shah, Donald Lobo, Leena Dandekar, Rouble Nagi and Sonal Sachdev Patel. 

We are deeply grateful to the Khemka Foundation, Oak Foundation and GivingPi 
Ambassador Riddhima Yadav for playing a pivotal role in uniting global philanthropists 
and changemakers for this event.

As we approach the end of 2024, we take this moment to celebrate 
that together we have reached 350 families giving over INR 1,600 
crores to India. Now the largest global family philanthropy network. 

We are pausing all things GivingPi to reflect, refresh and renew. 
See you in 2025 with GivingPi Global. Stay tuned.

celebrated human potential, and fostered dialogue that drives real-world solutions.
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